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OMAHA’S FOREIGN TRADE ZONE NO. 19 SUPPORTS INTERNATIONAL 
COMMERCE FOR MANY TYPES OF BUSINESSES, INCLUDING:

 • Manufacturers and processors
 • Assemblers and repackagers
 • All importers, including retailers
 • Domestic exporting distributors handling 
  both domestic and foreign merchandise
 • Distributors and wholesalers



OMAHA – FOREIGN 
TRADE ZONE NO.19
From import to export – and everything 
in between – storing your goods here is 
a smart move.
If your company is doing business internationally, Omaha’s 
Foreign Trade Zone No.19 gives you a competitive advantage.
Located on more than 17 acres of land with 250,000 square feet of 
warehouse space, our Foreign Trade Zone is a secured area under 
the supervision of the United States Customs Department.

Defer duty payments on foreign goods brought here until the 
time they enter U.S. trading channels. There is no time limit 
on storing, processing, assembling, exhibiting or inspecting 
the imported goods.  And, if the imported goods are later 
exported, you’ll pay no customs duty.

Customs Duty Considerations

•  You can save up to 85% on the processing/entry fees 
 required by Customs, depending on how often goods are 
 brought in. You pay those charges just once a week, instead of daily.

•  Eliminate costly delays in Customs clearances and duty 
 drawbacks.  

• Take advantage of duty-free in-bond, zone-to-zone transfer of 
 Foreign Trade Zone merchandise or on goods being re-exported 
 from the Zone.

•  Store, return or destroy spare parts without duty payment.

•  Sell or auction your goods in the Zone before paying duty 
 or excise tax.

•  Allow buyers to sample or inspect goods in the Zone before 
 paying duty.

•  Reduce or eliminate duties on substandard, defective, damaged 
 or obsolete goods and materials as well as those materials 
 subject to waste or scrap.

Import / Export Capabilities

•  Import goods into the Zone and then re-export those goods 
 without ever paying duty.

•  Import your goods in excess of quota and hold them in the 
 Zone until the next quota period.  Import quotas do not apply 
 in the Zone.

•  Transfer bonded merchandise in excess of quotas to the 
 Zone for Zone Restricted Status, allowing for quicker recovery 
 of duty drawback.

Manipulation Advantages

•  Take advantage of permitted manipulation of goods in the 
 Zone.  The rate of duty may be lower if your merchandise is 
 disassembled or otherwise changed before entry.

•  Re-label or re-mark merchandise in the Zone, avoiding the fine 
 assessed on improperly marked goods reaching Customs 
 territory.

•  Assemble and repackage products in the Zone.  The rate of duty 
 applied to the finished product entering the United States may 
 be applied either to the finished product itself, or to the foreign 
 material in it.

OUR FOREIGN TRADE ZONE LETS YOU DEFER, REDUCE OR 
ELIMINATE CUSTOMS DUTIES.



OMAHA’S FOREIGN TRADE 
ZONE WAREHOUSE FACILITY 
GIVES YOU A REAL-TIME 
INVENTORY MANAGEMENT 
SYSTEM WITH SECURE 
PORTAL ACCESS.

The Foreign Trade Zone facility offers a full range of 
amenities that make it easy to store, manage and move 
merchandise, including a unique container-loading 
platform that works with oversized and hard to pack cargo.  

The warehouse is staffed with certified equipment 
handlers who use lift trucks of various capacities and 
up to 35,000 pounds of lift capability. Customized 
programs and pricing accommodate every customer’s 
3PL needs, and an integrated workshop is available to 
build customized crates and pallets for exceptional cargo.

The facility is secured by digital cameras on a gated lot 
with alarm and sprinkler systems, and is attached to a 
multi-functional office space with up to 10,000 square 
feet for on-site use by customers.

Other services provided by the Zone operator 
include:

 • Container drayage
 • Inventory management
 • Distribution
 • Devanning and palletization
 • Packing and labeling
 • Short-term and long-term storage
 • Deeply discounted transportation programs 
  with a wide range of carriers
 •  Other specialized services

IN THE MIDDLE OF AMERICA, 
OMAHA CAN SIGNIFICANTLY 
LOWER YOUR TRADE COSTS.
Omaha’s Foreign Trade Zone No.19 offers distinct logistical advantages 
that can save your business up to 25% over coastal Zones in time and labor 
costs.  Omaha is an excellent distribution hub.  Nearly 18% of all U.S. 
manufacturers and 20% of the nation’s population is within a 500-mile 
radius of Omaha.  The majority of U.S. destinations can be reached in two 
to three days by truck.

Eppley Airfield, Omaha’s major commercial airport, is located five minutes 
northeast of the downtown area and five minutes from the Trade Zone.  In 
recent years, Eppley has made an investment of more than $110 million in 
terminal, apron, cargo areas and runway expansions.  And while more than 
200 million pounds of cargo passed through the facility in 2004 alone, the 
field and terminal facilities are far from saturated.  The Airfield is currently 
serviced by eight airfreight carriers.

Foreign Trade Zone No.19 also enjoys convenient overnight access to 
international gateways including Chicago O’Hare, Minneapolis, Denver 
and Kansas City International airports.

Strategically located at the intersection of Interstate Highways 80 and 29, 
you can optimize FTL and LTL transit times, sending to and receiving from 
most U.S. points within one to three days.

Omaha’s central location promotes efficient rail service to destinations across 
the nation.  In fact, the most direct mid-continental railroad route to the 
West Coast passes on a line from Chicago through Omaha and on to Los 
Angeles.  Omaha’s Zone warehouse offers live access to freight recovery 
locations at the BNSF and Union Pacific Railroad yards.

And, the Omaha area is served by several barge lines via the Missouri River 
that typically provide water transportation March through November.  



FOREIGN TRADE ZONE NO.19
Compete more efficiently. 

ACT NOW.  MAKE THE COMPETITIVE 
MOVE TO – AND THROUGH – OMAHA’S 
FOREIGN TRADE ZONE NO.19.
Take advantage of all that Omaha’s Foreign Trade Zone has to offer your business.

For specific rate or storage information, 
contact:

Terry McMullen
President
Cargo Zone, LLC
402-457-7992 Ext. 3318
terrym@tlkoma.com

For additional information regarding 
Foreign Trade Zone benefits and Omaha’s 
locational advantages, contact:

Marisa Ring
Business Development Representative,
International
Greater Omaha Chamber of Commerce
800-852-2622
402-978-7940
mring@accessomaha.com

FUNCTION FOREIGN TRADE ZONE

Customs entry Customs entry is not required until 
 goods are removed.

Permissible cargo All merchandise – domestic or
 foreign.

Customs bonds No bond required.

Payment of duties Due only upon entry into 
 U.S. territory.

Manufacture of goods Permitted with duty payable at the 
 time the goods leave the Zone for 
 U.S. consumption.  No duty on 
 waste material or on value-added in 
 manufacturing.  No duties paid on 
 export goods.

Appraisal and classification Tariff rate and value are determined 
 at your discretion, either at the time of 
 admission or when goods leave the Zone.

Storage periods Unlimited.

Operations on merchandise  Sort, destroy, clean, grade, mix with 
for domestic consumption foreign or domestic goods, label, 
 assemble, manufacture, exhibit, sell, 
 repack.

Customs entry regulations Only applies to goods removed for 
 U.S. consumption.

Jurisdiction of other  Application of regulations depends 
federal agencies on products and agency involved.

YOUR BUSINESS CAN BE A 
SUBZONE.
If your business has a manufacturing operation that cannot 
feasibly move to, or be accommodated in, Foreign Trade 
Zone No. 19, you can seek subzone status for your physical 
location. In addition to meeting general criteria for the 
subzone, you would have to demonstrate how the subzone 
could enhance local economic development objectives.  As 
a subzone, your business would enjoy all the benefits of the 
Foreign Trade Zone.  U.S. Customs must be able to oversee 
your on-site activities.

IT PAYS TO DO BUSINESS 
IN GREATER OMAHA.
Nebraska Advantage is a comprehensive package of nearly 
$200 million in annual business development incentives 
designed to give businesses the support they need to expand, 
start new ventures, train workers for 21st century jobs and 
develop new products and services.  The new package offers 
incentives for a wide range of businesses and development 
activities, including support for:

•  Headquarters/Administrative • Manufacturing
 Operations • Distribution
•  Storage and Warehousing • Exportable Services
•  Transportation and Logistics • Data Processing
• Research and Development • Telecommunications
• Non-retail Sales • Insurance
  • Financial Services

Take advantage of new 
Nebraska Advantage incentives.



ROD MOSEMAN, VICE PRESIDENT, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT   •   EMAIL: RMOSEMAN@ACCESSOMAHA.COM

GO! GREATER OMAHA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP  •  A PROGRAM OF THE GREATER OMAHA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

1301 HARNEY STREET  •  OMAHA, NE 68102  •  402-346-5000

800-852-2622
www.AccessOmaha.com

Truck Transit Times from
OMAHA, NEBRASKA

CITY AIRLINE MILES RAIL  TRUCKING
  TRANSIT DAYS  TRANSIT DAYS
Atlanta 818 4 2
Chicago 409 1 1
Cleveland 737 2 2
Dallas - Ft. Worth 603 3 1
Denver 477 1 1
Detroit 647 2 2
Houston 809 3 2
Kansas City 150 1 1
Los Angeles 1326 2 2
Miami 1400 5 3
Minneapolis - St. Paul 326 1 1
New York 1148 3 2
Oklahoma City 414 2 1
Pittsburgh 839 3 2
Portland 1376 2 3
Salt Lake City 836 2 2
San Francisco 1445 3 3
Seattle 1347 2 3
St. Louis 348 2 1

Legal Trucking Distance

Omaha’s Market Advantages

• Strategic location in the heartland of the 
 United States
• Vibrant metropolitan area of more than 
 800,000 people
• More than 1.1 million people within a 
 50-mile radius
• Overnight market of more than 50.3 million 
 people with an effective buying income 
 exceeding $926 billion

Omaha’s Market Accessibility


